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We are almost at the mid-way point of our Lenten 
journey. How has the journey been so far? Have you been 
missing coffee, television, or chocolate? How has your 
spiritual life changed since Ash Wednesday? Are you a 
part of our daily devotional and photo project on 
Facebook? 

Lent is a time to place our focus back on Jesus Christ. 
Jesus, who went into the wilderness to fast and to pray. 
Jesus, who was tempted by the devil. Jesus, who resisted 
temptation and held fast to the promises of God. Jesus 
who spent his life teaching us what real love looks like. 

It seems like, in the days that leading up to Lent, my 
energy and excitement to be transformed is at an all time 
high. And then something happens. As I desire to become 
closer to Christ, as I try to turn my eyes towards Jesus, as I 
attempt to remove something from my life that is not holy 
in order to make more room or more time to know the Son 
of God, something happens. Jesus was tempted by the 
devil after his 40 day journey in the wilderness. The 
enemy took advantage of Christ’s situation and, thinking 
that he could trick Christ in a perceived weakened state, 
tempted Christ using unfair tactics. 

That is just what the Enemy does. He did it to Christ 
and he does it to us all. The Enemy is ruthless and will try 
to tempt us and attack us through any and all means that 
he can. Look at what the enemy attempted to do to Jesus. 

Matthew 4:2-3: After fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, 
“If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread.” 

Matthew 4:5-6: Then the devil took him to the holy 
city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself 
down. For it is written:‘He will command his angels 

Continued on page 2... 

concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so 
that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

Matthew 4:8-9: Again, the devil took him to a very 
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he 
said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is 
written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him 
only.’” Matthew 4:10 

How did Jesus do it and what can we learn from this 
scripture lesson? We can begin to understand HALT! This 
is an acronym which identifies the main triggers that we 
all share as human beings. These are triggers that can 
cause us to respond to someone in a way we might not 
normally respond. These are triggers which may lead us to 
crave the thing or things we are trying to remove from our 
habits or our lives. These are the triggers that the enemy 
will use to take our focus off Christ and God’s kingdom 
and place it back to our own brokenness and our own 
selfish desires. HALT! Before you respond, act, email, 
voicemail, open a bottle, light a cigarette, or open a box of 
ice-cream, HALT! 

This is a time for us to evaluate our negative 
resistance. When faced with the enemy’s temptation, 
before you respond with an action, check your resistance. 
Are you Hungry? Are you Angry? Are you Lonely? Are 
you Tired? If your answer to any of these questions is 
“Yes,” STOP! Before you respond, identify where you are 
and make an attempt to address the situation. If you are 
unable to correct the situation, begin to work on your self 
discipline. Identify your struggle and make your best 
attempt to not allow your lack of resistance to cloud your 
responses or your actions. 

As We Near The Cross 
by Pastor Rob McCoy 



As We Near The Cross...continued 

Let us look a little further into the scripture from 
Matthew using our HALT resistance acronym. Was Jesus 
Hungry? Yes! He had just finished a 40 day fast. The 
first way the enemy attacked Christ was to play on his 
real, human feeling of intense hunger. HALT! Jesus 
recognized the enemy’s temptation and, not being able to 
make a quick stop at the “Gyro Bell” held onto the 
promises of God, “A man shall not live on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.” 
Matthew 4:4 

Was Jesus Angry? It is not clear from the scripture, 
but, I might understand a feeling of anger after a 40 day 
wilderness experience with God ends withsomeone or 
something right in my face the moment I emerge from 
the woods. Isn’t that the way most of us feel after 
returning home from a vacation only to have three 
problems shoved onto our plate? Maybe that is what the 
enemy did. Knowing that Jesus had a transformational 
experience in the wilderness, the enemy now comes to 
Jesus and says, “Prove it! If your God is so great, show 
me, if you can!” HALT! Jesus answered him, “It is also 
written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
Matthew 4:7 

Was Jesus Lonely? I do not know. But, if I had just 
spent the last 40 days by myself, with nothing, with no 
one, I might feel alone. If I had spent the last 40 days 
discerning my life, my call, my destiny for a world that 
did not care to hear my teachings, I might feel alone. If, 
every time I looked ahead to see what would happen in 
my future, I saw pain, anguish, betrayal and death, I 
might feel alone. If I was God’s unrecognized gift to the 
world, I think I would feel lonely. 

Was Jesus Tired? Probably. He had spent 40 days 
without anything, alone in the woods. Much of what 
happened is a mystery only to be filled in by our own 
imaginations of what it might be like to have been in 
Christ’s sandals. And now this? The enemy says, “I will 
give you everything; power, fame, authority. I will give 
you this world to rule and make all servant to you! All 
you have to do is worship me.” HALT! Jesus said to him, 
“Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 

The enemy will try to do all within his power to de-
rail you as you journey closer and closer to Jesus Christ. 
The enemy does not care who or what he uses to play on 
your resistance triggers; Husband, wife, child, friend, or 
paperboy. Be alert and be aware of your triggers. 

As our journey through Lent continues, please be 
confident in this: God is! 

God is present in our  lives. God is bigger  than our 
current problems. God is faithful and will never stop 
chasing after each one of us. God is revealing God’s self 
to us everyday. God is wanting a relationship with you. 
And, no matter what we have done in our past, God is a 
God of grace, mercy, and forgiveness! God is love. 

First Sunday Breakfast 
March 6th, 8:30am 

at NMUMC 
Come join us for 
breakfast and help 
make breakfast 
burritos to share 
with the hungry of  
our community. 

~ Donations are always welcome ~ 

Love Letters 

Love Letters is going to have an organizational 
meeting on Sunday, April 10th, after church. 
“What is Love Letters” you ask? It is going to be 
a group that will gather to make handmade cards 
for various reasons. The first reason is to provide 
Pastor Rob with cards to mail to people for 
special occasions, such as: 

 *  Weddings *  Graduation 
 *  Thank You *  Congratulations 
 *  Births *  Blank Note Cards 
 *  Get Well *  Sympathy 
  *  Anniversary *  Love 
 *  Whatever else Pastor Rob comes up with 

There will also be a Card Mission component. 

There are other things that the group might do 
also: 

 * Provide Cards for those who are unable to 
get out and buy cards (assisted living/
homebound) so they can still send 
handwritten notes. 

 *  Make journals for the Tacoma Renewal 
Shelter 

 *  Your ideas are welcome! 

The meeting is to decide when (days and times) 
we want to meet and what, if any, additional 
things we want to do. 

~ Kathy Matsen 

I am praying for each one of you this Lenten season. 
Join us for worship. Talk with me after the service. Let’s 
have coffee. I would love to introduce you to steps you 
can take to journey closer to Christ and a transformed 
life. Together, we will become the body of Christ, re-
membered for the transformation of God’s creation. Will 
you walk with me? 

~ Pastor Rob 



Women’s 
Bible Study! 

The Women’s 
Bible Study meets 

every Wednesday, 11:30am, at 
Robbi Huff’s house, 30 East 

Cardinal Court (just off Hwy. 

302, Victor cut-off, in Belwood). 

Wednesday, March 2nd, 
we will be meeting 11:30am 

at the church. 

Contact Nancy Polen at: 
360-440-4459 or npolen@yahoo.com 

or more information. 

March 20 - March 27th 
 

 

Sunday, March 20th 
Palm Sunday Service 

10:15 am 
 

Thursday, March 24th 
Maundy Thursday Dinner 

(beef, chicken, and lamb) 

6:00 pm 
 

Friday, March 25th 
Carrying of the Cross 

5:00pm 
Meet at the parking lot of 

Mason Transit/Faith In Action office 
on Hwy 3 next to Log Cabin Plaza 

 

Good Friday Service 
6:00 pm 

 

Sunday, March 27th 
Easter Sunday Service 

10:15 am 

Donate Stocks 
or Mutual Fund Shares 

and Save On Your Taxes! 

There are some serious tax benefits available 

to you if you donate to the church through a 

transfer of stock (or mutual fund) if that is a 

possibility for you. Rather than selling the 

investment, paying the taxes, and then giving 

to the church, you could transfer the 

investment to the church, which is able to sell 

the assets tax free. This way your contributions 

to the church stretch further than you can do 

on your own. 

Our friends at 

the Northwest 

United 

Methodist 

Foundation 

are happy to 

help with the 

transaction. Contact the church office and we’ll 

get you the information you need to understand 

the benefits and process the transaction. 



From the cluttered desk 
of  your Lay Leader, Joyce Stratton… 

 

As Pastor Rob says, 
“There’s a lot going on in this church!” 

 

Wednesdays at 11:30am, ladies are bringing ‘brown bag’ lunches to the 
home of friend, Robbi Huff, at 30 East Cardinal Court (just off Hwy 3 & 

Victor cut-off road). The purpose of the gathering is to grow our spiritual selves through studying the word 
of the bible and other Christian books. A 6 week study on forgiveness may be offered in this slot soon. 

The ladies social was held Saturday, February 27th. I am happy to report that some good food and good 
companionship was shared. While this luncheon was primarily intended to guide us and grow us closer to 
God through a social gathering, it was also intended to develop structure as we gather together as women of 
the United Methodist Church, North Mason UMW. Guests from Tacoma District office shared information 
regarding local UMW groups to assist in that regard. The next social will be held Saturday, March 19th at 
10am. Bring a snack or lunch and come get acquainted with your sisters of NMUMC. As we grow our 
relationships with each other, we grow closer to God. 

We, as North Mason United Methodist Church, have an opportunity to make a difference in the 
community. Due to the efforts of a few members, breakfast is being delivered to some of our needy folks 
the first Sunday of each month. We have several individuals making a difference by supporting some of 
our local service groups. We are renewing our support of Tacoma Community House (TCH)! Thank you!  
While this fulfills our ‘requirement’ of mission support, there are so many other ways in which we can 
support missional works. Where do you see a need that might call NMUMC to service? How do you feel 
called to serve?    

I’d like to close with a prayer offered by Jan at Staff Parish Relations (SPR): 

We gather this day to serve You, by honoring, protecting, participating in the needs of this church by 
your pastor, employees, and other entities that make us the church you have defined for this community. 

Amen and Blessings!  Joyce 

Around The Grounds 

Well, Duana did her best to get an article from me for last month’s newsletter, but I bailed out with just a 
phone call from Mexico. Back on track for March; trustees are preparing for outside spring projects that 
include general clean up, pruning, fertilizing, parking lot maintenance and landscaping the island in the parking 
lot near the main entrance...AND we need you! Trustee Phyllis Cass is creating “helping hands” information 
sign-up sheets for your use to describe how you want to help with the wide variety of stewardship tasks along 
with our spiritual journey during Lent. Every year, spring activities seem to SPRING all at once and with this 
year’s shrubs budding and even the “frogs” croaking already, let’s get a “jump” on caring for the beautiful 
grounds God has provided. 

In addition to on-site projects, NMUMC is a participant in the ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY volunteer program that 
includes a portion of State Route 106 (South Shore Road) with Bob and Peggy Hager’s residence the central 
location. This is a good project that expresses our concern for the environment 
and has been very enjoyable for the participants (6 to 8 persons). It takes about 
2 ½ hours and is usually scheduled for a weekday morning in April to be 
determined at the next trustee meeting on March 17th. 

Special thanks to all who lend the helping hand all the time without notice or 
recognition. You seem to be everywhere. 

At your service for God’s purpose, 
Butch Boad,Trustee Chair 
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Box Tops for Education! 
 

Barb Goodell’s school (Grapeview Elementary) has a friendly competition 
every year to see which class can collect the most “Box Tops.”  If anyone 
would like to save these for Barb, she would love to have them! 
 

Please see Barb for more details. 

Education Hour for Adults 
 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is Faithlink, a discussion on the intersections of faith and current 
events.  

Free Community Lunch 
 

The next Wednesday Free Community Lunch that will be hosted by NMUMC is on March 
16th, from noon-1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist Church. If you would like to 
help in this community outreach program, call or talk to Judy Honsowetz or Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
 

Children’s Time is provided during worship for elementary school age children, after 
which childcare is available for all ages. 

Emergency Food Collection 
Did you know that the North Mason Coalition of Churches and 
Community (CCC) received the co-2015-NON Profit of the Year 
Award from the North Mason Chamber of Commerce? This award 
is given to an organization that made a significant contribution to 
the health and welfare of citizens in the community and 
demonstrates how much this community cares for kids and others 
with food insecurity. The award is an affirmation of the work done 
by the many CCC volunteers, their programs, Food for Kids 
and Community Meals. The CCC began in 2006 with a simple idea, 

"We can do more together than separately." They started with the Monthly Free Sunday Supper which 
continues today. They have added a weekly Free Wednesday Lunch and then TWO Food for Kids 
programs; Weekend Backpacks and School Break Food Boxes. In the last 9 years, the CCC has 
provided over 250,000 meals (yes, over a quarter of a million meals!) right here in the North Mason 
area. Your donations, both with non-perishable food items and money allow these programs to 
continue. This is just one of the three food distribution sites that we give our "gifts" to. Please continue 
to bring in non-perishable food items to the church, "We can do more together than separately." 
**Please note: if you would like to give money instead of bring items in, please talk to Denise Snow. 

Thank you for all of your generosity.  

“The Word” 
 

Do you have a different version of the bible than I do? Do you 
want to study and explore the upcoming scripture being read on 
Sunday? Do you like to be in friendly discussions as to the 
possible meaning of the scripture? Come join us! We are “The 

Word” discipleship group. We meet on Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 7:30pm in the church 
library. We are having lots of fun and discussion on what the pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try to 
stay ahead of him! Come join us! All are welcome! 



Our Presence 

February 7 - 68 

February 10 (Ash Wednesday - 31 

February 14 - 50 

February 21 - 69 

February 28 - 63 
 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 
Chris Jacomb (friend of the Fleeners), Alicia 
Tarin, Sandy Shoemaker, Rachel Bearce, Gary 
Carter, Barbara and Sandy (friends of Rachel 
Bearce), Michael Kann (Bobby Stratton’s brother-
in-law), Susan Bonnel (friend of Jan Olmsted), 
Jennifer O’Keefe, Mike Williams (Gene & Linda 
Williams son), Juanita High, Laura Lee (Gerry 
Wasner’s youngest daughter), Dan Bearce, Al 
Aosved, Miguel (Barb & Ben Boad’s son-in-law), 
Rebecca Merhaut (Phyllis Merhaut ’s daughter-in
-law), and Leon Hart for healing and medical 
concerns 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired in 
war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

There is a blurb on page 6 regarding donations of 
stocks and mutual funds that we hope you will check 
out. We are now in tax season, and some of us have 
required draw downs on our retirement accounts. If 
that is your situation, the tax benefits may work in 
your favor if you contribute some of your shares to the 
church rather than sell them and pay taxes on your 
capital gains. It is something worth considering as 
April 15th approaches or to start making plans for 
trying this approach at the end of the year. 

We will be reporting on the results of our February 
29th Dessert Auction in next month’s newsletter. The 
proceeds from this event will be donated directly to 
Tacoma Community House. 

We would also like to thank everyone for their 
donations to our fellowship coffee hour and our 
Sunday breakfast program (served at the church on 
the first Sunday of each month). Both of these 
activities are free, but your donations are used to 
offset the cost of the coffee and breakfast foods and 
are greatly appreciated. 

May you all enjoy the wonderful spring weather 
and have a Happy Easter! 

Blessings From Your Finance Committee 
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Our Service 
Many thanks to the angel who cleaned the 

kitchen! 

To Nancy Polen who is leading the Women’s 
Bible Study. 

To Mary Wingren, Tessie Fleener, and Mike 
Snow who have been developing a 6 week 
study on “forgiveness.” Intention is to try it out on 
interest members of the congregation before 
taking it to the Mission Creek women’s Center. 

March Birthdays 
 3rd Kolleen Lasley 

 8th Alex Landreth 

 11th Abigail Crabtree 

 14th Jerry Post 

 23rd James Landreth 

 27th Gene Williams 

  Karina Gordievich 

March Anniversaries 
 2nd Dan & Rachel Bearce 

  Paul & Julia Stark 

 20th Chris & Katie Ladner 

 26th Mike & Denise Snow 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesda Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7pm NA 

2 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

3 
6pm ACA 

4 
7pm NA 

5

6 
8:30am 1st Sunday 
Breakfast 
 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 
 
 
 
 

7 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

8 
7pm NA 

9 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

10 
6pm ACA 

11 
7pm NA 

12 
 

13 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

 
 
 

 

14 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

15 
5:30pm 
NMR BOD 
 

7pm NA 

16 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ 
BCBC hosted 
by NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

17 
2pm FIA BOD 
 

5pm 
Committee 
Meetings 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 
 

6pm ACA 
 

18 
7pm NA 

19 
10am Ladies 
Social 

20 

9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm 
Sunday 

21 

 

12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

22 
7pm NA 

23 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

24 
6pm ACA 
 

6pm Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

25 
5pm Carrying 
of the Cross 
 

6pm Good 
Friday Worship 
 

7pm NA

26

27 
9am Faithlink Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Easter 

28 
12pm 
“Caregivers” 
D-Group 
 

7pm 
“News & Views” 
D-Group 

29 
7pm NA 

30 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

31 
6pm ACA 

  



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they 

protect us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they 

perform for us  in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in 

Pensacola, FL 

Gaven Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson is out of the Marine and currently in DC working for the 

government. He has been admitted to Vasser and will be attending soon. 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson in the reserves and back home struggling to find a career. 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Afganistan. 

Aislinn Miner - Judy Mastick’s granddaughter in the Army returned from her 3rd deployment to Iraq/

Afganistan and is now stationed at Fort Irwin, CA 

 

March 2016 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


